year he married Johanna Ehmer, a doctor of economy. The couple went to Strausberg near Berlin, where Ernst Ising got a teaching position at a high school as "Studienassessor" (in Germany a holder of a higher civil service post, who has passed the necessary examinations but has not yet completed his probationary period). Later he was tranferred to Crossen on the river Oder (now: Krosno in Poland) to fill in for an ill colleague. Recently he celebrated many jubilees, among them were the 70th anniversaries of his doctor's degree, the appearance of his publication [2] , his 96th birthday, and his iron wedding anniversary.
Ising became aware of the first citation of his paper by Heisenberg [3] , who introduced the quantum mechanical exchange interaction to describe ferromagnetism. Later Ising was completely shut off from scientific life and communication for a long time. It was not until 1949 that Ising found out from the scientific literature that his paper had become widely known. The main drive for calling the model "Ising model" seems to stem from R. Peierls' publication "On Ising's Model of Ferromagnetism" [4] . He argued that spontaneous magnetization must exist, but his proof was not quite rigorous. This was shown later by N.G. van Kampen, M.E. Fisher, S. Sherman and others, cf. [5] , [6] . Further history of the model is characterized by the search for the phase transition between the ferromagnetic and the paramagnetic state, cf. [5] . The actual breakthrough came from the findings of various authors [7] - [9] which say that a matrix representation of the problem can be introduced in such a way that the partition function can be related to the largest eigenvalue of this matrix. Kramers and Wannier [7] have calculated the numerical value for the Curie temperature of the two-dimensional version of the Ising model, whereas the exact and complete solution was first given by Onsager [10] . Today the Ising model is a widely used standard model of statistical physics. Every year 700 -900 papers which apply this model are published; problems regarding neural networks, protein folding, biological membranes, social imitation and frustration are among them.
In this contribution some biographical notes on the life and work of E. Ising are given and the early history of the Ising model is mentioned. Further biographical sources can be found in [5] , [11] - [16] .
